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Concept Note:

The discourse on development in India today stands at a
critical crossroads. The development models largely influenced
by the Western modernist paradigm have often failed to
address India’s complex ecological, socio-cultural, and ethical
realities. The proposed conference ‘Rethinking Development
in India and the Indian Knowledge Systems: A Sociological
Reflection” seeks to revisit the dominant framework of
development through a critical engagement with Indian
knowledge systems and sociological theories.

The initial development strategies centred on state-led
planning, and the rapid expansion of heavy industries such as
large dams, power projects, mining, and industrial plants,
treated as temples of modern India, have immensely
contributed to the country's economic progress. However,
their consequences, i.e., mass displacement, ecological
degradation, disruption of local governance, dispossession of
indigenous livelihood, social vulnerability, and gender
disparity, reveal deeper structural problems.

Post-independence India has pursued modernization,
industrialization, and state-led planning as strategic modernist
pathways to progress. From the Five-Year Plans and the
Green Revolution to the reforms of liberalization and
globalization, these strategies generated material growth and
infrastructure but also intensified ecological degradation,
rural-urban divides, and social inequalities. The Green
Revolution ensured food security, yet its reliance on chemical-
intensive cultivation polluted the soil, exacerbated water
scarcity, and led to health problems and uneven regional
benefits. The post-1991 liberalisation phase contributed to
economic growth but intensified inequalities, especially for
marginalised communities such as Adivasis, Dalits, peasants,
women, and rural labourers.

Industrial corridors, mining operations, and infrastructure
expansions frequently led to the dispossession of land and the
erosion of livelihoods. Moreover, global schemes like the SDGs,
while well-intentioned, often miss the granular, place-based
realities and cultural particularities. These tensions between policy
promises and on-the-ground conditions underscore the need to
rethink development models.

In contrast, Indian Knowledge Systems are based on rich cultural
traditions, regional community activities, and a strong relationship
with the surrounding environment. They highlight the value of
mutual support, community well-being, and a balanced approach
to economic sustainability. Far from being relics of the past, these
systems have an active influence on essential parts of life, such as
organic farming methods, traditional healthcare practices, social
organization, and biodiversity conservation initiatives. IKS reflects
core values such as interconnectedness, reciprocity, and a deep
regard for nature principles that are sometimes overlooked in
mainstream development approaches. The ultimate promise of IKS
lies in its ability to be creatively combined with modern scientific
discoveries, yielding unique, hybrid frameworks that promote
technical growth while also embracing social justice and
environmental awareness.

Sociological Significance of Rethinking Development:

A sociological lens equips scholars with methods to grasp the
layered social consequences of development. The conference
integrates a range of theoretical viewpoints: Functionalist theories
contribute to understanding how social institutions and structures
stabilize or shift in response to development pressures. Marxist
sociology exposes the class dimensions of industrial growth and
resource extraction. Feminist viewpoints underscore women’s roles
and shed light on the gendered impacts of development policies.
Symbolic Interactionism helps unpack how ideas of progress,
modernity, and tradition are socially constructed and negotiated.

Post-structural and postmodern insights challenge dominant
development narratives and open space for plural, localised
knowledge traditions. Environmental Sociology foregrounds
the social roots of ecological degradation and sharpens
sustainability debates. Through these diverse perspectives, the
conference invites a more profound sociological probe into
development, knowledge, identity, and power.

Objectives:

+ To critically assess the constraints of modernist
development paradigms and their socio-cultural and
ecological effects.

+ To investigate how Indian Knowledge Systems can
contribute towards a more sustainable, inclusive, and
culturally embedded development paradigm.

+ To align sociological theory with indigenous and
community-based practices.

+ To stress the importance of local participation, grassroots
innovation, and social movements in shaping an equitable
future.

+ To foster interdisciplinary collaborations aimed at
harmonizing scientific and indigenous knowledge systems.

Sub-Themes:

+ Rethinking  Development: From  Growth-Centric
Frameworks to People-Centric Alternatives

+ Sociological Viewpoints on Developmental
Transformations, Indian Knowledge Systems and
Sustainable Development: Agriculture, Health, Water,

Ecology

+ Indigenous ethics, environment and climate resilience,
community agency, identity, and democratic and
grassroots governance

+ IKS in Education, Pedagogy and Curriculum

+ Toward Hybrid Models: Merging modern science with
indigenous wisdom, globalisation, and local knowledge.



Expected Outcomes:

+ A refined sociological grasp of India’s developmental
challenges and opportunities.

+ Increased visibility for Indian Knowledge Systems as
dynamic, future-oriented resources.

+ Stronger academic-policy collaboration and practical
pathways for implementation.

+ An Edited volume based on selected paper/ proceedings
will be published in reputed publishing house.

About the University:

Utkal University is the oldest University in the state of
Odisha and the 17th-oldest University in India. It is with an
area of 399.9 acres located at Vani Vihar in the heart of the
city of Bhubaneswar. It is a teaching-cum-affiliating
University. At present, the University has twenty-seven post-
graduate teaching and research departments on the campus.
The University has also offered 15 sponsored courses, three
UGC-sponsored  innovative and three
constituent institutions, i.e., the Centre for Distance and
Online Education, the University Law College at Vani Vihar,
and M.S. Law College at Cuttack. The University is 8 km
away from Biju Patnaik International Airport and 4.7 km
from Bhubaneswar Railway Station.

programmes,

About the Department of Sociology:
Founded in 1974, this is the first and oldest Postgraduate
Department of Sociology in Odisha. The department is a hub
of academic excellence, known for:
+ Legacy: A track record of producing Padmashree
awardees, world-class academicians, and civil servants.
+ Expertise: Faculty specialization in Displacement, Gender,
Tribal Studies, Agrarian Sociology, and Development.
+ Impact: Recently spearheaded the NEP 2020 Sociology
syllabus for the state.
+ Global Reach: Successfully hosted international
conferences in collaboration with the Indian Sociological
Society (ISS) and UNESCO.

About Bhubaneswar:

The city is a symbolic confluence of three major religions of
the world- Jainism, Buddhism, and Hinduism. Surrounded by
so many temples, Bhubaneswar is rightly known as the
"Temple City of India". Recently, it has gained the status of
being and becoming one of India's smart cities.
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Puri, Konark, and Bhubaneswar form a Golden Triangle, which is
a famous tourist destination in eastern India. Bhubaneswar has a
tropical climate. In winter, Bhubaneswar receives much less rainfall
than in summer. The average annual temperature and rainfall in
the city are 27.4 °C and 1505 mm, respectively. In the summer
season (March to May), the average temperature is 36° C, whereas
it is 28° C in the winter season (November to February). During
the monsoon season (June to October), the average maximum
temperature is about 32° C.

Guidelines for submission of abstract and full paper:
Abstract length should not exceed 300 words, and that includes the
following:
+ Title of paper; relation of the paper to themes of the
conference.
+ A description of the forms of original research.
+ Abstract must contain both theoretical and methodological
reflections
« It must not contain tables/illustrations or footnotes/references.
. Please send your abstract and filled-in registration form to the
following email address:
goldenjubileeconferencesocuu@gmail.com

Key dates:
+ Last date for submission of abstract: 31st January, 2026
+ Issue of Acceptance letter: Sth February, 2026
+ Deadline for full paper submission: Sth March, 2026
+ Registration Deadline: 3rd March, 2026
Registration Fees:
+ Research Scholars: Rs. 500
+ Faculty: Rs. 1,000
+ Foreign Delegates: Rs. 3,000

Full Paper Guidelines

The full paper should be written in MS Word, in Times New
Roman, 12-point font, with double spacing, and a 0.5-inch indent
on the left and right margins. The APA 7th edition style guide
should be followed while writing the citations and references. The
word limit is 8,000, including the notes and references.
Unpublished and original papers are only accepted for
consideration of publication.

Selected papers will be published in an edited volume in a
reputable publishing house.

No TA/DA will be provided to participate in the conference.
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