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| Domestic Workers: Plight &
Prejudice
A study in Santipally Slum,
Bhubaneswatr, Odisha.

SNIGDHARANI BEHERA.
BHUBANESWAR DIST-KHURDHA.

Abstract-
The study of socio-economic conditi

domestic women workers is important to
formulate programme and policies regarding
human resource development and women
empowerment.Odishais one of the poorest state
of India as per the gross domestic product per
capita.ltisrichin culture and tradition Informal
sector constitutes a pivotal part in Odisha
economy.Current study aims at understanding
the socio-economic condition of domestic
women workers in Odisha.To filfil the objective
a sample of 100 domestic women workers
collected from Santipally Slum in
Bhubaneswar,Odisha has been studied.The
result have shown that the condition of domestic
women workers is vulnerablein Odisha.The wage
rate they get is very low compared to their
vulnerable condition are caste
difference,unequal gender relations,Gender
Discrimination at workplace,Harassment at
workplace,poor economic background,irregular
work,drug addiction of their male partners,death
of husband ,social prejudices .The status of
women domestic workers an increase of their
wage rate,working condition and economic
empowerment needs to go along with political
empowerment.

Key words:-Domestic worker, Socio -

economic,Female Domestic worker,Exploitati
i on.
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It is said a commentary of events, Y

true that “there is no section of our society more
neglected than women in general and domestiC
worker in particulars.” In every segment, 'c'lz'ass
or community women suffer all the disabilities
implicated on that group and in addition also
suffer the consequences of gender
discrimination yet their contributionin economic
life, social well being, cultural continuity and
ethical standards is greater than their share of
the population.

When we are discussing the status of
women domestic workers, we can say every not
and then the women in rural and urban areas,
upper caste and lower caste married and
unmarried, separate and divorced inside the
house and outside the house are facing all types
of violence or atrocities.
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Along with the dem'an side t-e Supply St
initiative like various ongoing Scheme‘
programme for the worker by governmentdept
of the states.

Female domestic workers whq ane
married are selected fog the study ,
respondents. Total fifty women domegy;
workers were taken as sample.

The questionnaire that was prepareqj;
a combination of structured and unstructureg
questions. To know the incidence fofthe
respondents’ life, their feelings and idess
emphasis has been given on unstructured
interviews.

Summary of findings

At first personal profile of the domesti
women workers have been discussed. Mosta
the respondents are Hindus and their ag
between 30-40 years. Most of the respondents
f’f my study are lliterate and their mother tongt¢
IS Oriya.
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Analyzing a material status of women
domestic workers there have been lack of
knowledge regarding the age at marriage. Most
of the respondents married below the 18 years.

Analyzing the social status of women
domestic workers there are lots of problems.
Thus problems are electricity, water, shelter,
school etc. They were working under the
pressure of their family and also due to low
financial condition. The relationship between
husband, wife and other family members also
not so good. There is a primary school in slum.
Allthe respondents children are going to School
but most are drop out due to poor economic
condition and lack of parent’s interest.

Examining the economic status of
women domestic worker, the slum women are
more independent than the non-slum area
women.

Though female are economically
independent still then they are to depend
financially upon the male member because of
their dominance some women have the good
look for future. So they are saving money for
their future.

Due to inadequate health facilities the
health conditions of the slum people greatly
deteriorate. The suffering and discrimination
that women suffer is beyond the tale. In this
slum most of the respondents have face
gastrointestinal disease and gynaecological
problem.

Recommendations

Women in slums have struggled to
establish an identity and create a life, in social
educational as ‘well as in their economic
condition. We need to work towards equality
between women and men in a private sector,
establish equal accesses for women to training
and education.

Protection of social justice is the mark
of civilization. When we find large number of
women workers are deprived of proper justice
in their day to day life how can we think that we

are marching towards social justice. Hence it
is further suggested that the grievances of the
workers and NGOs will catch the eyes of the
administrator, social workers better justice is
expected. For that purpose it is quite important
to that the worker should be aware of the legal
provisions available in their favour. It is not an
easy work but it is not impossible task work.

Mass awareness programmes can be
included in election propaganda. During election
time most of the political elders concentrate in
their labour colonies. Once they become aware
of their benefits not only they can try to achieve
those benefit they can also think of further
measures to facilitate themselves to be workers
of semi-organised sector.
Holidays for domestic workers

Holidays are usually enjoyed by people
in regular work receiving regular wages even in
domestic work the domestic workers enjoyed
holiday. Holidays are necessary for spending
time with family. In some case the domestic
workers who are taking long leaves are
requested to find a substitute before taking
leave.
Provisions
functions

In addition to their income, domestic
workers because of their close involvement with
every house hold work they get number of extra
benefits based on the employer’s satisfaction
with the performance. Especially during
festivals there is a tradition prevailing in many
southern states of providing special clothing food
and even extra money to domestic worker.
Intention to make use of Non-formal
Educational facilities

The non formal educational facilities can
be made use of only after the working hours if
at all the respondent is willing. So there could
be an association between the willingness of
the respondents to make use of non formal
education and their number of working hours.
Conclusion

given during festivals and
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