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Picture Theory 

The Logical Structure 

 Language ---------------------- world

 Propositions ------------------- facts

 Elementary propositions----- Atomic facts

(state of affairs)

 Name -------------------------- objects. 2



The Logical Structure 

Isomorphic Relationship Isomorphic Relationship 

Isomorphic Relationship 
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World 

 The world is a totality of facts; not of things

 Reality: world and objects, facts and atomic facts

 World: facts in logical space – totality of existent 
atomic facts

 Atomic facts: a combination of objects in definite 
ways, each combination is independent of the other

 The existence and non-existence of atomic fact is the 
reality: possible and actual 
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Thought 

 The logical picture of the facts is the thought

 It is not psychological; it is logical entity one

 An atomic fact is thinkable – means: we can imagine it

 The totality of true thoughts is a picture of the world

 Thought contains the possibility of the state of affairs which it 

thinks

 The world is represented by thought, which is a proposition with 

sense

 Thought and proposition can be pictures of the facts

5



Language 

 The sign through which we express the though is the propositional 

sign

 And the proposition is propositional sign is it projective relation to 

the world

 The totality of propositions is language

 Tractatus deals with propositional language 

 Three types of propositions: propositions with sense, propositions 

with senseless and propositions with nonsense

 A proposition has sense if it is a picture of reality

 They are identified with all natural sciences and empirical

propositions

 They should be necessarily either true or false
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Language 

 A proposition pictures or represents a possible facts in the world

 The truth or falsity of a proposition depends on whether the

represented situation obtains in reality or not

 They maintain both sense conditions and truth-conditions

 A proposition is either true or false by virtue of being

representative of the facts in the world

 A proposition with sense is a picture of reality and has the capability

of being either true or false

 The proposition is a picture of reality, for I know the state of affairs

presented by it, if I understand the proposition

 Proposition of logic and mathematics are senseless

 They are true for all possible state of affairs

 They give no information about the world
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Language 

 They lack sense as they do not fulfill the condition of bi-polarity

 They have unconditional and necessary truth-value

 they are either essentially true (tautologies) or essentially false 

(contradictions)

 Tautology and Contradiction do not state anything about world

because they are necessarily true or false by virtue of being their

own symbols

 Tautologies and contradiction are necessarily true and false

respectively without appealing to any states of affairs in the world

 these propositions do not inform any possible situations in the

world

 they include either all the possible situations in the world or neither of them
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Language and Reality 

 The picture is linked with reality as it reaches up to it

 It is like a scale applied to reality

 No picture which is a priori true: should correspond to reality

 Picture has sense: it represents its sense

 In the agreement or disagreement of its sense with reality, its truth 

or falsity consists

 The propositional sign consists in the fact that its elements, the 

words, are combined in it in a definite way

 The proposition is not mixture of words (just as the musical theme is 

not a mixture of tones)

 To the configuration of the simple signs in the propositional sign 

corresponds the configuration of the objects in the state of affairs9



World and Language: Picturing Relationship

 Aim of the picture theory:

 To locate the connection between language and world in relation of picturing

 A proposition is a picture of reality

 Every meaningful proposition is a picture of what it describes

 A proposition has a sense by virtue of depicting a possible state of

affairs

 A structural isomorphism (one-to-one relationship between the

structure of the world and the structure of the language)

 What makes an isomorphic relation between the structure of the

world and the structure of the language possible is the shared

‘logical form’

 A proposition with sense must fulfill a common pictorial

relationship with a state of affairs which it represents
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World and Language: Picturing Relationship

 A proposition is a picture of reality: for if I understand a

proposition, I know the situation that it represents. And I understand

the proposition without having had its sense explained to me

 In order to understand whether a proposition has sense or not, it is

required to know what possible situation in the world it represents.

Here, a proposition with sense must restrict reality only to two

alternatives; true or false i.e. bipolarity (TLP #4.023)

 Every proposition is essentially true-false

 a proposition has two poles

 Names are like points; propositions like arrows  they have sense

 The name means the object – the object is its meaning

 Propositions have sense, but they do not have a meaning
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World and Language: Picturing Relationship

 A picture presents a situation in logical space, the existence and 

non-existence of state of affairs

 The picture theory speaks of:

 The pictorial relationship (pictorial relationship – which connects names (the

elements of the proposition) to objects (elements of the state of affairs) in the

world; the elements of a picture are related to the objects in the world they

represent. The pictorial relationship consists of the correlations of the picture’s

elements with things

 The pictorial form; a picture represents how things are related to one another

 Pictorial form is the possibility that things are related to one another in the 

same way as the elements of the picture

 A proposition is a structure of propositional signs standing in certain

relations to each other and we assign sense or meaning to this

proposition by correlating its elements with objects in the state of

affairs
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Conclusion

 Language has a unique discoverable essence

 It has a single underlying logic

 Language has a general form or universal form which is common to

all

 A proposition has a sense if it fulfils in establishing a picturing

relationship between proposition and world

 Meaning consists in the denoting relation between words and

objects or in a picturing relation between propositions and facts

 A word has a unitary meaning

 Meaning of a word is decided prior to its application

 It is an object which defines the meaning of a name or word

 Meaning can be understood by associating an object with a word
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