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Literature reviews are > an overview of sources you
have explored while resea g a particular topic and to demonstrate
to your readers how your research fits within a larger field of study.
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s of

vith old

race ding major debates

Depending on th urces and adyvise the reader
on the most pertinent or relevant research, or

Usually in the conclusion of a literature review, identify where gaps
exist in how a problem has been researched to date
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It presents the litere sed way

A literature review shows your readers that you have an in-depth
grasp of your subject; and that you understand where your own
/d'esearch fits into and adds to an existing body of agreed knowledge.




I‘nked to it

“integre out a subject
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demonstrates that yo , -om others and that your

(/ research is a s’rar’ring"poin’r for new ideas
o




Re avious studies

Identify arec ‘duplication of effort

Point the way in fulfilling a need for additional research

Locate your own research within the context of existing literature [very
important]
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researcl r-reviewed
journal. Primar clude conference papers,
pre-prints, or preliminary reports. Also called empirical research.







értiary
literatt | arch findings and an
introduction to principl: ractices within the discipline.
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Website mater| sociations (use sparingly and
carefully). The foIIowmg sections will explain and provide examples of
these various sources.
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10rs of the
he research
be long (often

12 to 18 mq he behalf of the
researchers, as 2rns of the peers who
reviewed their paper. : ect the paper for a variety of reasons,
such as unclear or questlonable methods lack of contribution to the field, etc. Because
peer reviewed journal articles have gone through a rigorous process of review, they are
considered to be the premier source for research. Peer reviewed journal articles
should serve as the foundation for your literature review.
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ed academic
books are f , but you also want
to ensure that youl ontains mostly peer
reviewed journal papers. ’
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often this third
layer ¢ n has only a loose
relationship to rature reviews. Given this,
while literature reviews ¢ de an overview and synthesis of
pertinent sources you have explored there are a number of approaches you could
adopt depending upon the type of analysis underpinning your study.
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body of
JbueJaden

- alyzing the
literature cat m of discourse. However,
note that they can als blems of bias when they are used
to make summary claims of the sort found in systematic reviews




are
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ns. A well-done
integrat S as primary research
in regard to cla 1. This is the most common
form of review in the social sciences.
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0 se is to place
researchina familiarity with state-of-
[ y the likely directions for future

the-art developments and to ic
research.
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ge ranging

work in the areas
of ont ve and qualitative
integration, sam ind data analysis. This
approach helps highlight lich you should be aware of and

(X consider as you go through your own study.




N. T'he
scientifically

oically it focuses
on 3 2-and-effect form,
such as "To s type of literature review is
prlmarlly applied to exa h studies in clinical medicine and
allied health fields, but it is is increa: ingly being used in the social sciences.
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<lo e for explaining
new or emer f analysis can focus on a
theoretical conce \ ‘ramework.
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