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Central Questions

 Q. What is solipsism according to textbook tradition?

 Q. To what extent Wittgenstein believes that the solipsism is true and

at what point he moves away from it?

 Q. What is Wittgensteinian solipsism without a solipsistic self?

 Divides into three parts:

Textbook Tradition solipsism

Wittgenstein solipsism

Conclusion



Solipsism Defined

 ‘Solipsism’ is derived from Latin word soul (alone) and ipse (self)

 Only ‘my self’ exists

 If only I exist then no one exists

Me and my experiences are alone real

 The world which I create on the basis of my experiences is only real

 The world is my world. I am my world

 Self viewed as an ‘Ego’

 Psychological self

 The psychological Self shapes the world through desires, feeling,

emotions, etc.

 Solipsism is to exhibit the belief only in one’s own existence 3



Solipsism Defined

 Self as a ‘subject of experiences’

 Cartesian Self 

 Humean Self Solipsist’s  Self
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Solipsism Defined

There are several flavors of Solipsism

 Metaphysical Solipsism

 Epistemological Solipsism

 Methodological Solipsism

1. Metaphysical Solipsism

 nothing can be said to exist except an individual self. Only ‘I’ or self is the 

whole of reality

 It is the doctrine that there is no possibility of the existence of reality other

than individual self or ‘myself’

 Knowledge of anything outside self and its states is not possible.



Solipsism Defined

 This doctrine leads to two serious implications

 denial of existence of the external world

 denial of existence of the other minds

2. Epistemological Solipsism

 This doctrine holds: that the self is the origin of knowledge of existence

nothing can be known to exist except the self and its content of 

consciousness

It does not assert that there is one and only self which is this origin

Knowledge is restricted only to individual’s own immediate experiences 

and cannot be shared with others
6



Solipsism Defined

 Epistemological solipsism cannot deny the existence of other minds, it

only claims that the knowledge of their existence cannot be attained

 Similarly, existence of an external world it cannot be completely denied.

However, it cannot be known with certainty

3. Methodological Solipsism

 Knowledge begins with an individual self and its mental states and gets

extended to the external world through it

 Existence of anything outside one’s mental states is claimed to be uncertain

 The external world cannot be over looked completely and thereby, it claims;

the justification of an external world must be established on indubitable fact

about self’s content of consciousness

 Cartesian notion of self can be said to be one of the such positions
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Wittgenstein on Solipsism

 “What the solipsist means is quite correct; only it cannot be said, but 

makes itself manifest” (TLP#5.62)

 Saying and meaning involves incoherence

 Theses statements such as ‘only I exist’, ‘me and my experiences are 

alone real’

Leading to serious implications

 Others were existed, just now vanished

 I have checked others’ experiences 

 Wittgenstein agrees with traditional solipsist’s intent; in fact disagreement is 

with the material mode of speech where self is identified with ‘ego’ or 

person. 

 In saying ‘I alone exist’ or ‘Only my experiences are real,’ such sentences 

appear to have genuine negations,
8



Wittgenstein on Solipsism

 This sentence does not fulfill the minimal conditions of the language i.e. 

bipolar condition

 Language is not conceivable if it does not represent this world

 In this way Solipsists fail in theorizing their intention by saying that ‘I 

alone exist’ and ‘my experience are alone real’

 Wittgenstein deviates from the textbook tradition about the relationship 

of solipsism with realism

 He finds that solipsism coincides with pure realism

 According to textbook tradition:

Solipsism is an outcome of subjective idealism

And the subject idealism opposes realism

Therefore solipsism opposes realism
9



Wittgenstein on Solipsism

 But for Wittgenstein there is no genuine opposition between solipsism 

and realism

 Wittgenstein's Journey

 Wittgenstein has traveled from Idealism to  Solipsism and from 

Solipsism to Realism

From Idealism to  Solipsism
Men as unique

It doesn’t rule out the possibility of other minds which are not given in one’s 
experience 

Invites skepticism regarding ‘other mind’
I cannot know with certainty beyond my immediate experiences 

Idealist’s skepticism successively invites solipsism
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Solipsism to Realism 

‘Singles me alone out’  

Denial of ‘other mind’ 

‘I’ and ‘my immediate experiences’ are real

Keeps open for possible existence of the ‘other world

The limits of the language =  the limits of the world

 It is a metaphysical self which is not the body, mind and soul, but the 

self that is outside the space and time and is the limit of the world

 Self of solipsism shrinks to a point without extension

 And what left there is world that coordinated with self

 World, Wittgenstein refers to ‘hard world’, which is extended in space
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Contd…

 The extended world is coordinated with the nonextended point which 

is the self of the solipsist

 Solipsism coincides with Realism 

 Wittgenstein demands multiple ontologically distinct subjects but not 

multiple worlds

 The self does not belong to the world rather it is the limit of the world

 The metaphysical self, being the limits of the world is not associated with 

the world

 It stands for transcendental ‘I’ like ‘Eye

 Self and world are neither logically nor causally related
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Metaphysical Self 

 Two layer of Self:

 Thinking Self

 In the world

 Metaphysical Self

 With the world

‘Eye and its visual field’



Solipsistic world

 The self is not in the world but with it
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Contd….

 ‘I’ is like a painted farmer sitting near a painted house but cannot enter it

 Wittgenstein’s position is ‘solipsism without the solipsistic subject

 Wittgensteinian solipsism culminates into an explosion of many possible 

worlds out of the hard world

 The subject is not directly associated with the world but it makes its

appearance into the world through world’s being my world

 Here, Wittgenstein is not demanding multiple ontologically distinct worlds,

for there is only one world of which our one language is mirror-image but

rather multiple ontologically distinct subjects.

 Agreement is possible
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Realism
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Conclusion

 Wittgenstein maintains solipsism without solipsistic subject 

 The self is not in the world but with it

 The self is metaphysically related with the world and manifests itself by 

seeing the world as my world

 The world i.e. my world gets metaphysical status only within the framework 

set by the self

 When the world is seen as a limited whole, as my world, the willing subject 

finds a transcendental moral sphere to interact with the world

 By redefining the self as a metaphysical self Wittgenstein makes an 

intriguing claim:

 The metaphysical self brings the moral significance into world

 metaphysical self is the limit-of-the-world, it is a condition of the world

rather than part of it 19


