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Gender and Politics in India 

 

Course duration: 1st December – 20th December, 2021 

Total teaching hours: 40 hrs  

Participation: 54 nos. of P.G. third semester students  

 

Introduction: 

 

Gender issues based on social and gender equity are interdisciplinary and cross-national in nature. 

India, the world's largest democracy, has had limited political participation by women. However, 

there has been a considerable progress in this direction in the recent past. The course intends to 

explore the theoretical and conceptual understandings and various contemporary issues around a 

range of areas linked to women’s political participation in India, including political representation 

at different levels of India’s political system, women as political leaders, debates on gender and 

development and feminist perspectives besides various policy initiatives and challenges ahead. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 

 to encourage an understanding of the idea of women as active participants in politics and 

national development; 

 to understand and evaluate the role of gender in Indian Politics; 

 to learn the use of feminism as a method of study and research; 

 to enhance progressive outlook towards women’s work (formal and informal)  

 to propagate gender sensitization and its influence on Indian Political System; 

 to equip the students for higher studies on gender issues. 

 

 

Expected Outcomes: The students shall be able to: 

 

Get a deeper insight into the role of gender in politics in India at both theoretical and practical 

levels; 

 

Understand the major factors responsible for various women centric social movements in India, 

their consequences and the way forward; 

 

Comprehend the various developmental discourses pertaining to gender and politics in India; 

 

Analyse and understand the ways and means by which the social policies and programs in India 

can be made more gender sensitive and gender neutral. 
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Units-I 

Gender and Politics: A Conceptual Understanding 

 

i. Public-private divide; Patriarchy 

ii. Redefining  the political  

 

Units-II 

Women’s movement in India 

 

i. Pre independence 

ii. Post independence 

 

Units-III 

Women and Development 

 

i. Women and Health: Role of Govt and NGO inventions and Policies. 

ii. Women and Education 

iii. Women entrepreneurship and access to resources 

iv. Women and Environment: Debates & Lessons from India 

 

Units-IV 

Public Policy and Gender Concerns 

 

i. Policies and Schemes  

ii. Insights from Odisha   
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